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under seal; shall be for the confidential
use only of the hearing officer, the
Commission, the applicant, and any
other parties and counsel; and shall be
made available to the public only in
accordance with orders of the Commis-
sion.

(d) Public availability of orders. Any
final order of the Commission denying
or sustaining an application for con-
fidential treatment shall be made pub-
lic. Any prior findings or opinions re-
lating to an application for confiden-
tial treatment under this section shall
be made public at such time as the ma-
terial as to which confidentiality was
requested is made public.

§ 201.191 Adjudications not required to
be determined on the record after
notice and opportunity for hearing.

(a) Scope of the rule. This rule applies
to every case of adjudication, as de-
fined in 5 U.S.C. 551, pursuant to any
statute which the Commission admin-
isters, where adjudication is not re-
quired to be determined on the record
after notice and opportunity for hear-
ing and which the Commission has not
chosen to determine on the record after
notice and opportunity for hearing.

(b) Procedure. In every case of adju-
dication under paragraph (a) of this
section, the Commission shall give
prompt notice of any adverse action or
final disposition to any person who has
requested the Commission to make (or
not to make) any such adjudication,
and furnish to any such person a writ-
ten statement of reasons therefor. Ad-
ditional procedures may be specified in
rules relating to specific types of such
adjudications. Where any such rule
provides for the publication of a Com-
mission order, notice of the action or
disposition shall be deemed to be given
by such publication.

(c) Contents of the record. If the Com-
mission provides notice and oppor-
tunity for the submission of written
comments by parties to the adjudica-
tion or, as the case may be, by other
interested persons, written comments
received on or before the closing date
for comments, unless accorded con-
fidential treatment pursuant to statute
or rule of the Commission, become a
part of the record of the adjudication.
The Commission, in its discretion, may

accept and include in the record writ-
ten comments filed with the Commis-
sion after the closing date.

§ 201.192 Rulemaking: Issuance,
amendment and repeal of rules of
general application.

(a) By petition. Any person desiring
the issuance, amendment or repeal of a
rule of general application may file a
petition therefor with the Secretary.
Such petition shall include a statement
setting forth the text or the substance
of any proposed rule or amendment de-
sired or specifying the rule the repeal
of which is desired, and stating the na-
ture of his or her interest and his or
her reasons for seeking the issuance,
amendment or repeal of the rule. The
Secretary shall acknowledge, in writ-
ing, receipt of the petition and refer it
to the appropriate division or office for
consideration and recommendation.
Such recommendations shall be trans-
mitted with the petition to the Com-
mission for such action as the Commis-
sion deems appropriate. The Secretary
shall notify the petitioner of the action
taken by the Commission.

(b) Notice of proposed issuance, amend-
ment or repeal of rules. Except where the
Commission finds that notice and pub-
lic procedure are impracticable, unnec-
essary, or contrary to the public inter-
est, whenever the Commission proposes
to issue, amend, or repeal any rule or
regulation of general application other
than an interpretive rule; general
statement of policy; or rule of agency
organization, procedure, or practice; or
any matter relating to agency manage-
ment or personnel or to public prop-
erty, loans, grants, benefits, or con-
tracts, there shall first be published in
the FEDERAL REGISTER a notice of the
proposed action. Such notice shall in-
clude:

(1) A statement of the time, place,
and nature of the rulemaking pro-
ceeding, with particular reference to
the manner in which interested persons
shall be afforded the opportunity to
participate in such proceeding;

(2) Reference to the authority under
which the rule is proposed; and

(3) The terms or substance of the pro-
posed rule or a description of the sub-
jects and issues involved.
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